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	1. Quick Note

**I was using a short prologue here to introduce a character, but some haters started commenting, so I said to myself, "SCREW IT! NO PROLOGUE!" And now I have revised some of the story to shut the haters up.**

**But first, a message from PewDiePie.**

**"Haters gonna hate. Ducks gonna duck. Quack." -Felix "PewDiePie" Kjellberg**


	2. RE:The Skull Reaper

**I know the prologue was pretty sucky, but it was only to introduce a character and a backstory for said character. Don't hate! Just read further before casting judgement on this fanfiction.**

In a virtual world known as ALfheim Online, on the 75th floor of a floating castle of steel, seven people walked through large double doors into an empty room. The red-haired man in the back was called Klein. He was a samurai armed with a katana and a golden hammer. The girl ahead of him was Liz, a blacksmith with short, pink hair and armed with a mace. The two girls ahead of her had cat ears and tails. They were Sinon, a light blue-haired archer, and Silica, a short girl with sand-colored hair in pigtails. Beside Silica was a tiny dragon with light blue feathers. Ahead of the human/feline hybrids was Leafa, a girl with blonde hair in a ponytail, dressed in a light green dress. Asuna, the girl ahead of Leafa, had sky-blue hair and a rapier at her side. And finally, at the end of the long, somewhat poorly-written list was Kirito, Leafa's older brother. He had black hair, a black coat, and two swords on his back. One was blue with black accents, while the other was the Holy Sword Excalibur, a golden sword with three blue orbs just above the handle. As soon as the double doors closed behind the group, Kirito stopped, signaling the others to do the same. He then pointed upwards. At a first glance, the thing above may have looked like a pile of bones from dead monsters that defied gravity. Then the four-eyed skull looked down, the eyes a blazing red. The monster dropped from it's place on the ceiling, revealing a large, scorpion-like body. Four green HP bars appeared near it. The name clearly read 'Skull Reaper.' The name brought back memories for everyone, except for Sinon, Leafa, Liz, and Silica, who did not fight the creature in Sword Art Online. Klein then remembered how difficult this boss fight had been the first time around. "Uhh... Did anyone else just realized how screwed we are?" He asked, afraid. "Don't worry." Kirito reassured his best friend. "We already know all of his tricks. And if he has any new attacks, Yui will tell us." He gestured to a tiny head poking out of his jacket pocket. Yui was a little girl with black hair that Kirito and Asuna had 'adopted' in SAO. That is, before they found out she was a mental health program forced to watch those trapped in Sword Art Online slowly descend into madness. Kirito had brought her to ALO by turning her into a teardrop-shaped jewel to bring her back in ALO. She was currently even more of a little girl than before, as she took the form of a helper fairy, causing her to shrink in size. Everyone drew their weapons and prepared for the fight.

**One boney ass-kicking later...**

"See, Klein? Easy." Kirito said, in spite of how tired he was. "Yeah... *pant*... So easy... I had the time of my friggin' life." Klein panted out, exhausted. Round two with the Skull Reaper had been even more draining than in Sword Art. Perhaps because they would respawn after dying this time. "Is THAT what you did in SAO for two years?!" Leafa asked, amazed and tired. After catching their breaths, the group moved on towards the door. "Daddy," Yui called to Kirito from his pocket. "Something is wrong. I'm sensing another entity in this room." "Is it a player?" Kirito asked. "Or an NPC?" Yui shook her head. "Neither. I don't know exactly what it is, or where. But it kind of looks like-" Yui didn't get to finish. Her voice became garbled, and she began to spasm around. Suddenly, Liz screamed briefly before vanishing. The same happened to Sinon, Silica, Klein, Leafa, and Asuna, in that order. Kirito knew he was next, so he saw only one solution. He began a recording program he had been tinkering with. He recorded a message, put it in Yui's inventory, and used a teleport crystal on her before vanishing.

**And so ends the beginning. More chapters on the way!**


	3. Monsters?

**It's time for a new story! A story of a boy who saved others from a VRMMO. No, I'm not talking about Kirito beating Sword Art Online, I mean a new story! Just with a similar general concept. And the same universe. It's still very different, though.**

Griffin had lived in Japan for three years. He had moved from New York after signing up for a beta test for a new VRMMO called Sword Art Online. Since he had been a gamer for years, beta testing a fully immersive game with swords, swords, and more swords was basically a dream come true for him. The only problem was he had to move to Japan. His mother had decided to go with him, but his dad and brother had to stay behind. They promised they'd visit each other. Once he had gotten the alpha of SAO, he and his mother had decided to stay in Japan permanently. His father and brother moved in with them eventually. As thanks for the beta testing, Griffin got two NerveGear headsets along with the alpha of SAO. He and his brother signed on. And they didn't come back for two years. They have endured much after being trapped by Akihiko Kayaba. When they came back to reality, Griffin missed the virtual world immediately. He also was depressed to not at least contribute to beating the game.

"Aaaand... Done!" Griffin said, finishing all of his homework for winter break. Almost immediately, the 14-year-old gamer ran to his NerveGear to play ALfheim Online. He slammed it on his head eagerly and laid on his bed. "Link start!" He said, starting the game. He was immediately met with a number of rainbow-colored lines. He was no longer Griffin. In the virtual world, he was Cross, an Undine swordsman. Undines were skilled in water magic, not that Griffin cared. He mostly chose the Undine race for his avatar because of the baby blue hair and wings. He ignored his bustling surroundings in Yggdrasil City, only one thing in mind: Find the teleport gate to New Aincrad.

Cross looked excitedly around the Town of Beginnings in New Aincrad. Months after it's appearance, he still was so happy that the virtual world he had grown to like had not vanished forever. And now he could die all he wanted, but he would be just fine when he logged out. "Now, where is Henry?" Cross wondered aloud. The 'Henry' he was referring to was his 12-year-old brother, who had no homework for vacation. Cross swiped his right hand downwards, summoning a menu. He poked a picture of two side-by-side figures, opening a sub-menu. He poked his brother's handle: "Paleo-freak." His handle reflected his love of dinosaurs and paleontology. Cross tapped a map icon next to his brother's handle, revealing a map of his little bro's current location. He activated his wings and flew off towards his little brother, thinking of things to do on the way.

Cross leisurely crossed his legs laid back while flying to his brother. While he was rolling over to check the map, he saw a number of black blots on the ground. Curious, the young Undine flew down to the ground. Closing in on the black things, Cross realized that they were... Monsters? They were not like anything Griffin had seen in Sword Art Online, not even in the beta tests. They seemed to be huddled around... "Henry!" Cross exclaimed, unintentionally drawing the monsters' attention. He got a look at their faces. They had yellow eyes and very realistic humanoid expressions. Some of them looked familiar to Cross, somehow. They inched towards him. Cross equipped his sword. It was a lightweight one-handed longsword, as blue as his hair. He slashed at the monsters, killing them. He then sheathed his sword and ran to his unconscious brother. Henry was a black-haired Cat Sith.

Cat Siths were basically monster tamers with cat ears and a cat tail. Henry chose this race to tame and control dinosaur-like creatures. Cross shook the younger sibling. "Henry! Wake up!" Cross said, slapping his brother. Even in the virtual world, that trick seems to work, because Henry woke up the moment Cross slapped him. "OWW! WHAT THE HELL?!" Henry yelled in anger. "You should thank me!" Cross exclaimed. "You were unconscious and about to be attacked by these weird monsters. They looked really familiar, but completely new to me at the same time." "I was knocked out?" Henry asked, confused. "Huh. The last thing I remember is chasing after these black things that kidnapped five players in the Town of Beginnings." Cross was shocked by this news. "Five players were _kidnapped in the Town of Beginnings_?! But it's a safe zone!" All Henry could do is shrug. "Well, I know what I'm gonna do here today: Find out more about these monsters."

Cross wandered through a total of 32 floors in New Aincrad, asking everyone he met about the mysterious black creatures kidnapping players. He didn't find anything out, though. He only learned that hundreds of players had already been taken. "Ugh. What are these things?" Cross asked himself, desperate for any clue. "What do they want with us? Any clue would be nice!" Then his prayers were answered by a pixie flying into his face.

**And that's the end of the beginning of Griffin/Cross's story! The story gets better! If you don't like, don't hate, just don't read. See ya next chapter!**


	4. The Message

**The story has been rewritten. I have put some more thought into it and fused the prologue with the second chapter. Don't like? Don't hate! Just put some constructive criticism in the reviews. CONSTRUCTIVE criticism!**

Cross opened his eyes, a stinging sensation lingering on his face. In his right eye, he saw a blurry object. He pulled the object off of his face to find it was an assist pixie. "Hello." He said simply. The pixie stayed silent, a look of panic on her face. She looked over her shoulder, gasped, and flew behind Cross to hide. Cross watched the fairy use him as a human (or fairy) shield, then looked forwards, seeing more of those black monsters. He unsheathed his sword and ran at the monsters, slashing at them quickly, giving them no time to respond. These monsters, however, were stronger than the last bunch Cross battled. Only a fifth of their HP drained. Cross was shocked. _The others were beat in one hit!_ He thought. _Why are these five times stronger?!_ Cross decided to figure it out later, and slashed through the monsters relentlessly until they vanished in a cloud of blue and green triangular particles.

After the fight, Cross walked towards the pixie the monsters seemed to have been chasing. "Are you alright?" He asked the little girl hiding in the grass. She came out of her hiding spot. "Yes. Thank you." She said. "I am Yui. What is your name?" "I'm Cross." He replied. "So, what were those things? Why were they after a little pixie like you?" Yui shrugged her tiny shoulders. "I don't know what they are." She replied. "But they may have been after me for one of two reasons. Maybe both." Cross would have smiled if he hadn't fought those mysterious monsters so hard. "One reason is that I'm not exactly a helper pixie. I'm a psychological monitoring program from Sword Art Online." Cross was shocked to find that a computer program seemed to survive SAO as well as about 4,000 players. "I can access numerous features and information only available to admins." "What's the other reason?" Cross asked, fascinated by the little A.I. "I have a recorded message from the one who saved me from total deletion in SAO." She replied. She then brought up a window with a familiar teenager with black hair and a black coat, a semi-transparent play button in the center of the picture. Cross tapped the button. The message began. "Hello." The boy began. "I am Kirito." Now Cross remembered. _Kirito! The one who beat SAO and saved 300 survivors from having their minds controlled in Old ALfheim!_ He thought. "My friends and I need help!" Kirito said urgently. "There is a weird black monster kidnapping my friends! Maybe even more players! I don't know what they want, but they must be stopped! I am sending this message with my pixie, Yui. Take care of her until I am free. Don't come for me first. Make finding more about these monsters top priority!" Kirito looked back to see a monster coming towards him. He looked back at the camera. "Save my friends and the other players! Kirito out!" The video frame then filled with static for two seconds before a replay button appeared in the picture. Cross stood silently, a look of shock frozen on his face while he processed everything that just happened.

**And that's chapter 3! I hope you enjoyed! Remember, haters hate and ducks duck! See ya next chapter!**


	5. The Trap

Cross was still taking it in. He might be the only hope of saving everyone in the game. At least, that's what he was told. He didn't understand why the players couldn't just log out until the problem was solved. Yui noticed his look of shock and confusion. "Are you going to be OK?" She asked. "I understand that this is quite a burden to carry." Cross was silent, then assured, "I-I'll be fine." This didn't entirely convince Yui, but she didn't say anything. "So, we need to figure out what the Hell these things are and why they're kidnapping players left and right." Cross recapped. "I've been doing that all day, yet I've got nothing. Where do they go? What do they do to these players?" Yui then had an idea. "That's it!" She exclaimed excitedly. "It's so obvious! The readers have probably been screaming this in their head!" "SHUTUPSHUTUPSHUTUP! STOP BREAKING THE FOURTH WALL!" Cross screamed. "Oops. Sorry." Yui apologized. "So, what's your idea?" Cross asked, pretending none of that just happened. "We just follow the monsters to wherever they take the players!" Yui elaborated. Cross face-palmed, pissed at himself for not thinking of that sooner. "OK. Let's get someone to volunteer to get themselves kidnapped, then follow the monsters." He decided. "Who can we get to do that?!" Yui asked. "I know just the little nutjob." Cross said, a mischievous, evil smirk growing on his face.

"I can't believe I'm doing this!" Henry complained. "Deal with it! You wanna help stop these monsters from actually kidnapping you?!" Cross asked, losing his patience. "Couldn't we wait until tomorrow?" Henry pleaded. "It's almost midnight!" "Exactly!" Cross exclaimed. "There aren't as many players logged on at this hour, so there's more of a chance of them going after you!" Henry knew that there was no way around this, and just gave up.

30 minutes passed. Nothing. No mystery monsters, no regular monsters, no players. Just nothing. Even Yui was getting tired. A computer program was tired. "How long is this going to take?!" Henry asked, sick of standing around, doing nothing. Just as he said this, six yellow specks of light appeared in the air. Mystery monsters. They had heard Henry's loud complaining. "I don't think it'll take much longer." Cross whispered, giving a light chuckle. The monsters grabbed Henry in mid-flight, speeding away into the air. Cross summoned his wings and gave chase, Yui in his front pocket. He followed them all the way to the exit of New Aincrad. He hadn't even known that there were actual _doors _to fly into. He followed them for fifteen minutes before their destination was clear. The monsters were heading for the top of Yggdrasil, the World Tree.

**I'm finally continuing the fanfic! I ran out of ideas and winged it when I wrote this. Don't hate! See ya next chapter!**


End file.
